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Editorial

D oggie enthusiasts unite! 

It’s dog show time again 

and we here at Houston 

PetTalk view this as the most excit-

ing time of the year (and the busi-

est!). Not only are we the publishers 

of the Official Show Guide to the 

32nd Reliant World Series of Dog 

Shows but we also have a booth at 

the show each year…and we always 

have some serious fun meeting 

our readers, visiting with the other 

vendors, watching the show and 

having demonstrations and contests 

at our booth. Be sure to stop by and 

visit us, pick up past issues, give us 

feedback and see what you can win!

A unique element of the dog show 

is that there is truly something for 

everyone. If you are a purebred afi-

cionado, you’ll love the conformation 

competition; if you love action, you’ll 

love the flyball competition and Disc 

Dog exhibition. If you love precision, 

you’ll love the agility and obedience 

trials. If you love “macho”, you’ll love 

the weight pulling contests. And 

of course, there is shopping for the 

shopaholic, breed rescues and adop-

tions for those wanting more pets, 

the doghouse competition for those 

who enjoy whimsical architecture 

and well…some pretty good hot dogs 

too! 

Bring your family, enjoy the most 

value you’ll get for your entertain-

ment dollar anywhere and it’s 

indoors…no Texas heat! 

See you at the show...

Michelle Mantor
On the Cover

“Stump’s” on a roll!
Yes, he’s the Top Dog in the country as the 2009 Westminster Best In Show 

and “Stump’s” on a roll. Not only is he on a winning roll but he loves to 

roll over for a tummy scratch. He was not shy about asking PetTalk editor 

Michelle Mantor for rub down as she tries to set him up for his photo. See 

“Stump” at the show, details on page 49.
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“Henrietta, Let’s Go”, called Mom

“We’re going to the biggest dog 

show on earth

There’s every size and shape

And they’re all pedigreed by birth”

“Pedigreed by birth”

Meant nothing to me

I pondered aloud

“What could that be?”

Mom was quick to tell me 

What pedigreed is about

It’s a purebred dog

Whose parents have clout

I couldn’t wait to feast my eyes

On the best specimens around

Why, what would one wear 

That didn’t come from the pound?

Once in the show hall

All I could do was stare

These dogs were prancing, dancing

And posing with their derrière

They were brushed, fluffed

Powdered and sprayed

The judges checked everything

Even their private parts I’m afraid!

In the midst of my astonishment

At dogs standing so regal

I wondered into a ring

That was clearly marked “Beagle”

“Take ‘em around” shouted 

The lady with gray hair

So off I went with my best

Version of Mixed Breed flair

I posed, strutted and

Gave my 100-watt smile

“You’ said the lady

“Now you have style”

Next thing I knew

I was wearing a crown

And a limo arrived

To take me downtown

I leaned back to enjoy

The way life is meant to be

Petit Fours, a driver and 

And a glass of bubbly!

I seized the moment 

To cruise my favorite places

We drove by trees, hydrants

And my friend’s familiar faces

Life as top dog

Sure has been fine

It’s a memory that will

Forever be mine

But as I ponder

“Best In Show” features

Purebred or Mutt

All are God’s creatures!

Henrietta on Houston

Boarding • Grooming • Daycare • Training • Veterinary Hospital

Our Passion Is 
Complete Pet CareBoarding and Beyond!

It’s Best To Stay With FriendsSM

Best Friends Pet Care • 26839 I-45 • Spring • (281) 298-6500 
Best Friends Veterinary Hospital • 26947 I-45 • Spring • (281) 298-6000

Best Friends Pet Hotel • 5602 Royalton • Houston • (713) 664-6111 
bestfriendspetcare.com 

We offer the most loving pet care anywhere. Our state-of-the-art 
veterinary hospital provides complete health care 

for all stages of your pet’s life.
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Pamper Your Pets with the Very Best!

Doggie Daycare  ·  Grooming & Styling  ·  Lodging  ·  Training
2 Locations To Serve Pet Owners
in Houston and Katy 
ROVER OAKS HOUSTON

713.662.2119
ROVER OAKS KATY

281.693.7687

P E T R E S O R T

Rover Oaks

www.roveroaks.com

Bring in this ad and first-time 
customers will receive 

20% off
their first visit 

for lodging, grooming, 
or training at Rover Oaks



the Scoop

hotel DereK networK-
inG event July 30
Hotel Derek is kicking off an 

event of a different breed for pet-

lovers. Join Madison, winner of 

this year’s Project Derek Dog and 

co-chairs Sondra Pulford (Madison’s 

owner) and Hershey Grace of Citi-

zens for Animal Protection (CAP) on 

July 30 as they kick off the summer 

with a networking mixer for the 

hotel’s pet-friendly crowd.

 This decidedly delightful dog-

day evening with cocktails, network-

ing and pampering for the pooches 

promises mixing and mingling with 

other pet-friendly professionals.  

Leash-trained pets are welcome.  

Proceeds from the event will help 

support the work of Citizens for 

Animal Protection (CAP). 

 Event details: July 30 from 6-9 

p.m. at Hotel Derek, Great Room, 

valet parking available, $10 dona-

tion for CAP; first cocktail is on the 

house; Cash bar.  Complimentary 

hors d’oeuvres. Tickets available at 

the door.

 For more information visit www.

hotelderek/events or www.cap.org

meaDowlaKe pet 
reSort now open!
Meadowlake Pet Resort, located 

at 13500 Furman Road, officially 

opened in June and is “wowing” 

their new clients with their outstand-

ing service and a state-of-the-art pet 

care facility. 

If you are seeking an afford-

able, high-quality “home away 

from home” for your dog, cat, bird 

or exotic, the experienced staff at 

Meadowlake is ready for your call. 

Owner Carroll Ray is excited about 

the instant success of the facility 

and recognizes that her vision for 

“creating a place where pets could 

play and be comfortable thus reduc-

ing stress for their owners” was right 

on the mark for what pet owners 

want when boarding or grooming 

their pets.

Convenient to Pearland, Hobby 

Airport, Downtown Houston and 

the Medical Center, Meadowlake is 

a full service pet care center with 

4 acres of green fields and fun, top 

notch facilities, including luxury 

amenities, indoor training and more!  

Services offered include pet lodging, 

daycare, training and grooming.  For 

more information, please call 713-

413-1633 or visit our website at www.

meadowlakepetresort.com

a tail anD 4 leGS 
offerS $10 BathS
Head over to A Tail and 4 Legs at 

4212 Dowling St. for their express 

bath deal. For $10, you can drop off 

your dirty dog and pick up a cleaner, 

fluffier canine half an hour later.

They use an all-natural skin 

conditioner instead of shampoo to 

protect your pet’s sensitive skin. The 

wash includes drying with puppy 

perfume for long-lasting freshness.

Walk-ins welcome, or you can call 

(832) 423-5566 for an appointment.

arne’S warehouSe 
re-openinG Soon: the 
CloCK iS tiCKinG!

Arne’s Warehouse, the amazing 

Houston retailer with iconic status, 

is nearing the completion of their 

remodel due to damage from Hur-

ricane IKE. 

Arne’s has been closed since 

Septermber of ‘08 when major dam-

age was sustained to the warehouse 

and some products. The damaged 

products are gone, the damaged 

wareshouse is getting a makeover 

and Houston’s favorite place to shop 

for party supplies, pet supplies and 

more is almost back! 

The staff is working hard to get 

products you want back on the 

shelves at prices you’ll love!  If you 

want value for your dollar and you 

need leashes, collars, bowls, crates. 

and more, then check out Arne’s 

“new digs”.

Watch the newspaper, TV and 

radio for Grand Reopening an-

nouncements!

Happenings

Psst!
Have you 

Heard?

Yuppie Dog Daycare & Grooming Spa is here!
Pamper your pet in luxury! Our yuppie guest will enjoy spending 

time with us at our 24,000 sq. ft. 
contemporary urban setting facility. 
Don’t hesitate and visit us today!

Open M-F 6:30 am - 7:30 pm
Saturday 9:00 am - 4:00 pm Sunday 9:00 am - 2:00 pm

• Daycare
• Grooming Spa
• Training
• Dog Parties
• Boarding 
   (all Urban Lofts)

• Doggie Pool
• Indoor & Outdoor
   play areas
• Pet Bakery

2203 Durham Dr Houston, TX 77007 (corner of Larkin & Durham)
P. 713.426.5700

Email us at: 
info@yuppiedogdaycare.com 

to recieve a 25% OFF grooming 
coupon and FREE daycare pass.

www.yuppiedogdaycare.com
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Where your pet’s total  
well being is our business 

and our pleasure!

A 5-Star Country Getaway For Pets
Stop by our Booth at the Show

Enter our drawing for a gift basket
Conveniently located to Hobby Airport, Downtown Houston 

and the Medical Center

www.meadowlakepetresort.com
13500 Furman Road, Houston, TX 77047

713-413-1633

Pet Lodging • Daycare • Training • Grooming

eadowlake
Pet Resort

NOW O
PE

N

Meet Meadowlake’s Director of Training and receive a discount for our Limber Learning classes.
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Hotel ZaZa has the most fetching accommodations for  
you and your four-legged friends. Enjoy promotions like:

Houston MUSEUM DISTRICT   713.526.1991   hotelzazahouston.com

A L S O  V i S i t  H O t E L  Z A Z A  i N  U P t O W N  D A L L A S

M A kE OUrS A DOUbLE PrOMOtiON
•	 Deluxe	Room	 
•	 2	afternoon	cocktails	per	day	per	person	at	Urban	Oasis	
•	 2	evening	cocktails	per	day	per	person	at	Monarch
•	 Complimentary	evening	appetizer	at	Monarch
•	 2:00	p.m.	late	checkout
From $199 weekdays/$229 weekends. Based on availaBility. Good throuGh 9/13/09.

StAY ZA ZA. 

StAY.
StAY ZA ZA. 

StAY.
StAY ZA ZA. 

StAY.

Clothing & Accessories for the Discriminating Pet
Hydrosurge Bathing System Treats from “Sasha’s Bakery” 

713-533-1117713-533-1117
Mon, Tues, Wed & Sat 10AM-6PM  Thurs & Fri 10AM-7PM

Sun 12N-5PM

802 West Gray

www.sashassudsnduds.com



Houston PetTalk Magazine   9

& 

a

FOURFOUR
LEGSLEGS

TAIL

We serve all PETS!
Reptiles, Birds, Rabbits, Dogs, Cats & More 

Doggie Daycare    Grooming
Boarding                Boutique

832.423.5566
4212 Dowling
Houston, Txwww.atailand4legs.com

† Compassionate, caring and flexible services
† Phone service after hours and holidays
† Witness cremation with complimentary ceramic urn
† Serving Houston, Brazos Valley and Texas A&M
† Pick up from your personal Veterinarian

    Live Oak Pet Services
                Pet & Equine Cremation

 866.360.4272              www.liveoakpetservices.com

Gone, But Not Forgotten

Let us help you at this difficult time



new aKC Breeds

p eriodically, the American 

Kennel Club (AKC) ap-

proves new dog breeds for 

registration in the Stud Book and 

the opportunity to compete in AKC 

sanctioned events. Below is a list of 

recently approved breeds:

2009 - iriSh reD 
& white Setter, 
SportinG Group

Known in Ireland since the 17th cen-

tury, the Red and White is thought to 

be the older of the two Irish Setters. 

Despite its name, the Irish Red and 

White Setter is a distinct breed, not 

just a different colored version of the 

Irish Setter. For more info: irishre-

dandwhitesetterclub.org.

2009 - norweGian 
BuhunD, herDinG 
Group
The Norwegian Buhund is a herding 

dog with strength and stamina. As 

it is extremely intelligent by nature, 

consistent training is needed from 

early puppyhood. Broken teeth and 

honorable scars incurred in the line 

of herding duty are acceptable.

For more info: buhund.org.

2009 - pyrenean 
ShepherD, herDinG 
Group

A small, sinewy, lively dog whose 

personality and intelligence are 

reflected in the vibrant expression 

of his unique triangular head and 

windswept face. A superb athlete, his 

beautiful, flowing gait “shaves the 

earth”. The powerful herding instinct 

is so strong in him that from the 

very youngest age he knows how to 

manage the flock even without the 

example of an older dog. For more 

info: pyrshep.com.

2008 - DoGue De 
BorDeaux, worKinG 
Group

Believed to have originated in 

France more than 600 years ago, the 

Dogue de Bordeaux also known as 
a r n e s w a r e h o u s e . c o m

2830 Hicks Street
Houston, Texas 77007

Off Studemont, go 2 blocks North of Washington Ave., turn right. 

713-869-8321 
Open 7 days a Week

Huge Selection of Pet Supplies: 
Crates/Beds Toys/Treats Collars/Leads 
Pet Clothes/Costumes Grooming Supplies 

Housewares, pet supplies, party supplies, wedding gifts, �oral
items and more - everything for most occasions, for every season.

You’ll “ Love Our Prices!”
“Pay Less.......Get More!”

RE-OPENING SOON!

ARNE’S
Warehouse Store

Welcome!
the aKC’s newest Breeds

10   www.houstonpettalk.com



French Mastiff) is highly regarded 

for his balanced temperament and 

imposing presence. With a head that 

may well be the largest in the canine 

world, the Bordeaux is unmistakable 

in appearance. his master. For more 

info: ddbs.or..

2007 - SweDiSh 
vallhunD, herDinG 
Group
The Swedish Vallhund (SV) is a very 

old Spitz-type breed known since the 

time of the Vikings. For centuries 

the SV has been kept as a farm dog 

and used for herding cattle. The SV 

is a small, powerful, fearless, sturdily 

built Spitz herding dog. For more 

info: swedishvallhund.org.

2007 - BeauCeron, 
herDinG Group

The Beauceron is an old and dis-

tinct French breed of herding dog, 

developed solely in France with no 

foreign crosses. Beaucerons were 

used to move herds of 200 to 300 

head traveling up to 50 miles per day 

without showing signs of exhaus-

tion. The ideal Beauceron is a well 

balanced, solid dog of good height 

and well muscled without heaviness 

or coarseness. More info: beauce.org.

2006 - tiBetan maStiff, 
worKinG Group
The Tibetan Mastiff is considered 

by many to be the stock from which 

most modern large working breeds 

have developed. Generations of 

working as a guardian of women and 

children, has produced a tempera-

ment of fearlessness, tempered with 

patience, loyalty - and extreme stub-

bornness. For more info: tibetanmas-

tiff.org.

2006 - plott, hounD 
Group

A hunting hound of striking color 

that traditionally brings big game 

to bay or tree, the Plott is intelligent, 

alert and confident. Noted for stami-

na, endurance, agility, determination 

and aggressiveness when hunting,. 

The Plott easily traverses various 

terrains with agility and speed.  For 

More info: plottdogs.com.

For a more complete description, 
visit www.houstonpettalk.com, key-
word “new AKC breeds”. Photos and 
descriptions supplied by AKC.

new aKC Breeds

 
 

Promotes
 

Healthy  

Skin & Coat
 
 

Supports

 

Overall 
 

Well-being

 
 

Food Grade Ingredients

No
 

Water
 

Added

Now Available at Kroger.

Eat up the competition with 
Dog Lover’s Choice™ Extra™  Topping 
Dry Dog Food Supplement.

be top dog

www.dogloverschoice.com

Welcome!
the aKC’s newest Breeds By: Andrea Reichenbach
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Let’s
Go 
to 
the 
show

p rancing pooches, flyball 
phenoms, agility addicts 
and dancing dogs will 

converge on Reliant Arena for one 
of the largest dog shows and canine 
extravaganzas in the country. For 
the 32nd consecutive year, Houston 
will host over 12,000 dogs and 
40,000 visitors as dog enthusiasts 
unite for this 4-day show, July 16-19.

This fun-filled, action-packed, 
hand-clapping event is a great way 
to learn more about purebred dogs, 
a variety of dog sports, pet care, 
local humane organizations, breed 
rescue groups and much more. 
There is something for everyone 
from the experienced dog show 
aficionado to families who just love 
dogs!

And that’s not all! Visitors can 
meet “Stump”, the 2009 Westmin-
ster Winner. Read the article on 
page 49 for more details.

The show is termed a “series” 
because it is actually four separate 
shows presented on each of the four 
days, also known in the show world 
as a “cluster” of dog shows. Each 
day, the individual show is hosted 
by a local club including the Hous-
ton Kennel Club, Galveston Kennel 
Club, Beaumont Kennel Club and 
Houston Combined Specialty Asso-
ciation and culminates in choosing 

a Best In Show winner. 
For the inexperienced show at-

tendee, you’ll be delighted by the 
variety of events, seminars, shop-
ping and entertainment venues. 
Don’t worry about figuring out the 
details…we’ve got it all for you right 
here in Houston PetTalk, the official 
show guide for the event!

The first order of business will be 
to get a show schedule and map out 
the events you are most interested 
in visiting. The show schedules will 
be available at www.reliantdog-
shows.com approximately 10 days 
before the show. You can also view 
the insert in this guide, pages 27-30 
to get a bird’s eye view of the show 
layout.

Generally, the events take place 
in two categories, Conformation 
and Performance. Conformation is 
based on how well an individual dog 
adheres to the overall appearance 
and physical standards for its breed 
as determined by the American 
Kennel Club. A winning dog may 
progress from “Best of Breed” to 
“Best of Group” and then on to the 
grand prize “Best of Show”. There 
are seven groups in which the dogs 
compete including Sporting, Non-
Sporting, Toy, Herding, Working, 
Hounds and Terriers. For more 
information, see page  14.

Performance events include 
agility, flyball and obedience. In 
addition to the competition in these 
sports, there will be exhibitions to 
demonstrate particular sports such 
as Canine Frisbee™ and Canine 
Musical Freestyle.   Both exhibitions 
are fun, fast moving and entertain-
ing for the whole family. 

Not familiar with some of these 
events? Just turn the page to learn 
more!

For more on What To See At The 
Show, view the article on page 24 
and 25 for descriptions of fun ways 
to spend your days at the event. 
And, be sure to stop by the Houston 
PetTalk booth. We’ll have fun give-

aways, past issues and more!
The show location is Reliant Park, 

8400 Kirby Drive and parking is $6 
per day. Dogs that are not entered 
in the show are restricted from en-
try so please do not bring your own 
dog. Tickets are $10 for adults and 
children under 12 are free. Senior 
Citizens are $5. Consider riding the 
Metro Rail for an easy park-n-ride 
experience. 

Tickets are also available through 
ticketmaster.  The show begins at 
8am each day and ends at 8 p.m. 
Breed judging begins at 3 p.m. daily. 
For more information, go to www.
reliantdogshows.com.

Let’s Go 
to the show!
Houston Hosts 32nd Reliant World Series of Dog Shows  By: Michelle Mantor
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Con 
for 
ma 
tion

oBe 
DienCe

w hat does it take to be 
a champion in the 
conformation show 

ring? What is conformation and 
what is its purpose?

These questions and more are 
often asked by the public attending 
shows such as the Reliant World 
Series of Dog Shows. The parade 
of dogs in an out of the ring can be 
quite confusing. 

If you are attending the show 
and would like to learn more about 
the conformation process, here is a 
simple guide to help you under-
stand the “ins and outs” of the show 
ring and ultimately make your trip 
to the show more enjoyable.

When a dog enters the ring, what 
is the judge looking for? Each breed 
that is registered with the AKC has 
a breed “standard.” This standard 
describes the ideal dog of that 
breed, including, size, type, coat, 
gait, type of eye, shape of head, ear 
and tail length and carriage, correct 
stance, number of teeth, proper 

movement, temperament and more. 
Wow…That’s a lot of information a 
judge must know about a breed and 
they judge multiple breeds!

The road to obtaining Champion 
status is based on a point system. 
Points at a show are only awarded 
to one male and one female per 
breed per show.  Fifteen points are 
needed to become a Champion with 
a maximum of five points possible 
at any one given show.

here’S how the 
JuDGinG worKS
•   The judging in conformation 

is a series of single elimination 
contests.  

•   Each breed has a winners male 
and female dog and Champions 
competing for Best of Breed 
(BOB).  

•   Each BOB competes in their re-
spective Variety Group (Sporting, 
Hounds, Working, Terrier, Toy, 
Herding and Non-Sporting) for 
Best in Group.  

•   The seven Best in Group winners 
compete for Best in Show.  

•   The Best in Show winner is the 
only dog that was undefeated that 
day.  

CateGorieS of BreeD 
JuDGinG
•   The breed judging divides males 

and females who are not cham-
pions into several classes.  The 
males compete in classes, such as 
Puppy, American bred, Bred by 
Exhibitor and Open.  The winner 
of each class then competes for 
winner’s male dog.  The process is 
repeated for females.  Each of the 
winners receives points towards 
their championship.

•   The winner’s male and female 
then go back into the ring and 
compete with the Champions for 
Best of Breed. 

•   The judging for individual breeds 
takes place for most of the day.  
Judging starts at 8:30 a.m. and 
individual breed judging is usu-
ally complete by approximately 2 
p.m.  Variety Group judging starts 
immediately after breed judging 
is complete.  See reliantdogshows.
com for specific breed times.

 Conformation is much more than 
the oft called Beauty Pageant for 
dogs.  It is a celebration of all that 
has happened in the past and a 
promise holder for the future to 
make a Cocker Spaniel or an Irish 
Setter or any of the purebreds rec-
ognizable and reliably true to their 
breed’s ideal form and purpose.

Conformation

ph
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“Blue”, owned by todd & marilyn Swick, shown with handler, alisa Brotherhood the Seven GroupS 
in all-BreeD ShowS 
Sporting - These dogs were 

bred to hunt game birds both 

on land and in the water 

(Pointers, Retrievers, Setters 

and Spaniels). 

hounds - These breeds were 

bred for hunting other game 

by sight or scent (Beagles, 

Bassets).

working - These dogs were 

bred to pull carts, guard 

property and perform search 

and rescue services (Boxer and 

Doberman Pinscher).

terrier - This group includes 

breeds such as the Airedale, 

Cairn Terrier and Scottish 

Terrier. Terriers were bred to 

rid property of vermin such as 

rats (Beagles, Bassets). 

toy - These dogs were bred 

to be household companions 

(Chihuahua, Maltese, Pomera-

nian and Pug). 

non-Sporting - This diverse 

group includes the Chow 

Chow, Bulldog, Dalmatian and 

Poodle.

herding - These dogs were 

bred to help shepherds and 

ranchers herd their livestock 

(Briard, Collie, German Shep-

herd Dog and Old English 

Sheepdog). 

Finally, the seven group win-

ners are brought into the ring 

where they compete for Best 

In Show, the highest award at a 

dog show.
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oBe 
DienCe

w hat a joy a dog can be 
as a life companion 
when they are well-

mannered and obedient. Taking 
pleasant walks, traveling together, 
playing fun games or just sitting 
together relaxing are all pleasures 
that canines and humans can share. 

However, an untrained or unruly 
dog can be stressful. The dog 
that does not understand what is 
expected of him may be ultimately 
end up relegated to small spaces in 
the house due to behavior.

Dogs are naturally pack animals 
with a well-defined social hierarchy. 
When you bring a dog into your 
family or your “pack”, they will look 
to you for leadership. Teaching your 
dog obedience commands is one of 
the most important steps in assert-
ing your leadership and by you tak-
ing your rightful position as pack 
leader, you will have a great and 
loving relationship with your dog.

As put forth by the American 
Kennel Club (AKC), “Much like 
people, every dog is different. Some 
are hyperactive. Some are laid-back. 
Some are serious. Others are silly. 
Some are shy, and yet others have 
too much confidence. Regardless of 
these differences, training is neces-
sary for all dogs and beneficial to 
your entire family.”

GettinG StarteD in 
oBeDienCe
Teaching your dog basic obedience 
commands will help in a number of 
ways including reducing unwanted 
behaviors ( jumping, pulling, dig-
ging), protecting them from injury, 
mentally stimulating your dog and 
will definitely strengthen your bond 
with one another. And, perhaps you 
will catch the “obedience bug” and 
compete together in obedience, 

tracking or agility trials!
Per the AKC, here are the basic 

classes to get you started in obedi-
ence:

typeS of traininG ClaSSeS
puppy ClaSS - A developmental 
training course for the 3-to-5-
month-old puppy. A puppy class 
emphasizes socialization with peo-
ple and other puppies. Instructors 
usually offer information on growth, 
nutrition, grooming, housebreak-
ing and problem-solving and teach 
basic household commands.

BaSiC ClaSS - A basic training 
course for dogs 5-to-6 months and 
older, aimed at training you to train 
your dog. The basic class emphasiz-
es: heel on a loose leash, sit, stand, 
down, stay in position, and come 
when called. Instructors also usually 
provide information on nutrition, 
grooming and problem-solving. 

Canine GooD CitiZen® 
(CGC) ClaSS - May be a separate 
class or a part of a beginner class at 
AKC clubs and other organizations. 
CGC is a certification program that 
is designed to reward dogs that 
have good manners at home and 
in the community. Your dog will 
need to know the commands and 
exercises taught in a basic training 
class to qualify for a passing score 
on the CGC test. 

traininG ClaSSeS for 
Companion eventS - A variety 
of classes that prepare students and 
their dogs for competition in obedi-
ence, agility, tracking and other 
AKC events. You will be instructed 
in the levels of competition and 
titles available, how to teach your 
dog the required exercises, and the 
regulations that applies when you 
are competing.

AKC Obedience Trials demon-

strate the usefulness of the pure-
bred dog as a companion to man. 
Obedience trials showcase dogs 
that have been trained and condi-
tioned to behave well in the home, 
in public places, and in the presence 
of other dogs. There are two types 
of trials: All-breed Obedience Trials 
(the most common type for many 
breeds and varieties) and Specialty 
Trials, which are restricted to dogs 
of a specific breed or to varieties of 
one breed. 

eliGiBility
To be eligible to compete in obedi-
ence trials, a dog must be:
•   Registered with the AKC or listed 

with the AKC Purebred Alterna-
tive Listing/Indefinite Listing 
Privilege (PAL/ILP) program, or a 
Foundation Stock Service record-
ed breed that meets the eligibility 
requirements for competition.

•  6 months of age or older
•   Dogs of any breed recognized by 

the AKC that do not have registra-
tion papers or known parents may 
qualify for a Purebred Alternative 
Listing/Indefinite Listing Privi-
lege (PAL/ILP)

levelS of 
Competition:
There are three levels for 
competitors as they prog-
ress through the system:
•   noviCe – For the dog 

just getting started.
•   open – More complicated 

exercises are incorporated 
at this level.

•   utility – The highest 
level that includes scent 
discrimination, directed 
jumping and signal 
exercises.
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to learn more 
aBout oBeDienCe: 
Visit www.akc.org/events/obe-

dience for more information.
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D ogs are truly incredible 
creatures. They are great 
companions, protectors, 

herders, hunters and they even 
become the eyes and hands for the 

disabled. And, as if that’s not im-
pressive enough, they are amazing 
athletes. 

If you have ever watched a dog 
take on an agility course with 
vengeance, you know what I mean! 
They race, jump, turn, climb and 
weave in lightening speed all at the 
direction of their human handler. 
Take some time at this year’s 
show to visit the agility ring and I 
promise you will be entertained and 
possibly even a little interested in 
getting your own dog into the sport.

Here is the tricky part about 
agility: the dog has to maneuver 
an obstacle course, directed by a 
handler, racing against both time 
and accuracy…with no treats or toys! 
I don’t know about you but I can’t 
even get my dogs to sit without a 
prize being offered (which under-
scores the amount of training hours 
logged by these dogs and handlers).

The agility course will vary from 

competition to competition. The 
course design is laid out by the agil-
ity judge on a roughly 100 ft. by 100 
ft. area with numbers indicating the 
order of the obstacles.

aGility oBStaCleS
There are several different catego-
ries of agility obstacles including 
Contact obstacles, Tunnels, Jumps 
and Miscellaneous obstacles. Here 
are a few examples of each:
•   Contact obstacles: Dogwalk, 

A-Frame and Seesaw
•   tunnels: Tunnel (rigid), Collapsed 

tunnel (chute)
•   Jumps: Jump (hurdle), Double 

& Triple jump, Panel jump, Broad 
jump and Tire jump

•   miscellaneous: Table (pause 
table), Weave poles

aGility Competition 
ClaSSeS
Agility competitions are structured 
into different classes and each 
agility organization decides which 
classes are valid for achieving titles 
and how each must be performed 
but there are similarities.  Some 
examples of classes are:
•   Standard: a numbered course 

consisting of (usually) at least 
one of each of the three primary 
contact obstacles

•   Jumpers: consists primarily of 
various types of jumps

•   Gamblers: An unnumbered 
course

•   Juniors: USDAA defines this class 
for handlers aged 18 or younger

SCorinG
The scoring system in agility again 
is dependent on each organiza-
tion’s rules about what constitutes a 
“fault” and if qualifying scores can 
be obtained with faulted runs. Also, 
varying organizations place differ-
ent values on faults. 

typeS of faultS
•   time fault: going over allotted time
•   missed Contact: failing to place a 

foot in the contact zone
•   Knocked or dropped bar: displac-

ing the bar during a jump
•   weave pole fault: entering poles 

incorrectly
•   off course: taking the wrong 

obstacle sequentially
•   refusal: not taking the obstacle or 

hesitating
•   runout: running past the obstacle
•   handling: touching the dog dur-

ing the course
•   training in the ring: taking ac-

tion that appears to be training 
the dog

•   other faults: biting, unsports-
manlike conduct, etc.

typeS of DoGS
Agility dogs are not separated by 
breed and some organizations allow 
non-purebred dogs to compete. To 
keep things fair, dogs are divided by 
size, experience and sometimes age.

Now, this is only a small intro-
duction into this fun sport that is 
great mental and physical exercise 
for both the dog and owner. To find 
out more about this sport, visit 
www.usdaa.com (United States Dog 
Agility Association). 
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learn more aBout 
aGility:
Give it a try...it’s great fun and 

exercise! Classes are offered at:

prestonwood Kennels 

(prestonwoodkennels.com), 

fondren five Star Kennels 
(fondrenfivestarkennels.com), 

my Dog & me (thinklikeadog.

com), loneStar agility Center 

(lonestaragility.com) where 

owner Sarah Dow is one of 

the top trainers and competi-

tors in the United States. She 

also competes with LoneStar 

Ruffnecks Flyball team. Be sure 

to look for Sarah and her team-

mates at the show!
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what iS all that 
BarKinG aBout?
In the world of dog sports, some 
might say it’s about agility; a dog or 
two waiting their turn in line watch-
ing a really fast moving blue-merle 
blur taking their obstacles around 
the ring. Few might allude to a 
herding dog that is a little too vocal 
while moving their flock around. 

There are others, however, that 
KNOW what it’s all about … flyball. 

Flyball is a dog sport that 
highlights fast moving four-canine 
teams, running against another 
team of equally fast competitors, 
with their human handlers in tow 
for the ride.  And the canine half 
of the teams can usually be found 
telling the world, just how much 
fun it is!

At the annual Reliant Park World 
Series of Dog Shows, spectators can 
find the racing lanes for flyball by 
following the sound of dogs having 
loads of fun! The North American 
Flyball Association (NAFA®) is the 
governing body for the three-day 
tournament that’s held in conjunc-
tion with one of the nation’s largest 
dogs shows every July. 

A local Houston flyball club, Lone 
Star Ruffnecks, hosts the tourna-
ment each year and brings in flyball 
participants from Texas, surround-
ing states and across the nation. 
Sixty flyball teams can be expected 
to turn out for the divisional racing, 
with teams racing like-seeded teams 
that results in some fast paced ac-
tion on the lanes. 

Since flyball came onto the scene 
in the 1970s, it has blossomed into 
one of the fastest growing dog 
sports in the world. Presently, there 
are over 400 NAFA® flyball clubs 
around the nation with over 7,000 
active flyball dogs competing. This 

is a sport for all dogs; mixed and 
pedigreed, and many are rescue 
dogs. The dogs, as well as their 
human counterparts, come from all 
walks of life and they all come to 
have fun.

Two teams race each other, 
running down and back, leaping 
four hurdles down fifty-one feet to 
a spring-loaded box which holds 
the key to the race – a tennis ball! 
After catching the ball, they fly back 
down the lane to their human han-
dler, who may have ready rewards 
such as tugs, diced chicken, or 
another tennis ball. Some dogs run 
just for sheer fun of coming back 
to their “best thing ever” - their 
human. As the first dog finishes, the 
second passes, then a third and then 
the anchor dog.

The teams are trying to win the 
race with their four dogs in the least 
amount of time with as few errors 
as possible. An error could be a dog 
passing another too early, leaving 
a ball or going around the jumps 
in their hurry to get back down the 
lane. 

Flyball is indeed, fast, fun and 
“fur-ious”! 

Plan on coming out and watching 
these canine athletes at the Reliant 
Park World Series of Dog Shows. 
Pick out a favorite team and cheer 
them on. But definitely come see 
what all the barking’s about!

funCtion  
of the aKC
The American Kennel Club, 

founded in 1884, not only 

sanctions dog shows but 

operates the world’s largest 

registry of purebred dogs, 

where there is a record of 

birth, titles acquired, breeding, 

litters whelped and cause of 

death for all AKC registered 

breeds.  Pedigrees from this 

registry of records plus the 

currently available Cham-

pions and purebreds being 

shown are sources for breed-

ers to research and examine to 

make decisions and selections 

for their breeding program. 

It is generally known that 

conformation Champions are 

valuable and desirable breed-

ing stock since they have been 

judged worthy by a variety of 

qualified judges at multiple 

shows.

for more flyBall 
information
Visit www.flyball.org. To read 

about local flyball events, visit 

www.flyball.com/region5.

By: Kim Davis

“luke”, owned by Kim Davis; photo by Bobby Jones
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12 convenient location to serve you

Cypress
VCA Telge Road 
Animal Hospital
11430 Telge Rd.
281-955-9797

vcatelgeroad.com

Houston
VCA Ashford 

Animal Hospital
12633 Whittington

281-497-3917
vcaashford.com

Houston
VCA Spring Branch 

Animal Hospital
10109 Long Point Rd.

713-461-1121
vcaspringbranch.com

Katy 
VCA Kelliwood 

Animal Hospital
960 S. Fry Rd.
281-492-2780

vcakelliwood.com

Kingwood
VCA Kingwood 

Animal Hospital 
2526 Green Oak Dr.

281-358-3146
vcakingwood.com

Lake Jackson
VCA Lake Jackson 
Animal Hospital
210 That Way
979-297-3044

vcalakejackson.com

New Caney
VCA New Caney 
Animal Hospital

20334 US Hwy. 59
281-399-9977

vcanewcaney.com

Pasadena
VCA Animal Medical 
Center of Pasadena

5018A Fairmont Pkwy.
281-487-8233

vcapasadena.com

Spring
VCA Spring 

Animal Hospital
1811 Spring Cypress

281-353-5167
vcaspring.com

Spring 
VCA Woodlands 
Animal Hospital
428 Rayford Rd.
281-367-7553

vcawoodlands.com

Tomball
VCA Tomball 

Veterinary Hospital
28800 Tomball Pkwy.

281-351-5441
vcatomball.com

Sugar Land
VCA Southwest Freeway 

Animal Hospital
15575 SW Fwy.
281-491-8387

vcaswfreeway.com

Loving, Expert Care.
Complete Wellness Care

Professional Veterinary Services

 00$30 OFF
(Not to be combined with any other offer. New clients only. Not good towards boarding, grooming, 
prescription and non-prescription medication, and retail items. Not good towards specialty services 
or at a specialty/referral VCA animal hospital. Cashier Code: VSI 700.830, NPC/Cornerstone 1168, 
PC/VPT ADO 1680. Expires 9-30-09.)

TX_area_ad
Houston Pet Talk
aburwell@houstonpettalk.com
Updated 102908

Management 
Services Provided by:

Houston
VCA Countryside 
Animal Hospital

2211 FM 1960 East
281-443-7297

vcacounryside.com
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training

C ompared to our hectic 

schedules, our dogs have 

very little to do or think 

about every day. Often, our dogs are 

simply observing the activity around 

them. They watch us, study us, and 

learn from us. Our dogs, therefore, 

become experts in understanding 

our behavior patterns. 

We are creatures of 

habit so we have rou-

tines that we follow, 

and our dogs learn 

these routines, usually 

very quickly. They see a 

pattern and learn to pre-

dict our behavior based 

on the pattern. More 

importantly, they learn 

to use an understanding 

of our behavior patterns 

to get what they want.

For example, putting on 

a certain pair of sneakers 

may signal to your dog 

there’s a very good 

chance you’re going 

for a walk and he’s 

coming with you, so 

you find him waiting 

attentively at the door. 

He might learn that when you begin 

cooking dinner, his meal is soon to 

follow, so he’ll lay down next to his 

bowl in anticipation.

Without any conscious effort to 

teach our dogs what these kinds of 

signals mean, they learn them any-

way and act accordingly. But most 

dogs will do more than just react 

to our signals; they try to initiate a 

behavior from us that they have seen 

before. 

Instead of waiting patiently by the 

door, Rover might decide a walk is in 

order and bring your walking shoes 

to you. Or if he’s in the mood for a 

snack, he might bark at you from the 

kitchen to call you.

Whether these more assertive 

gestures are considered problem 

behav- ior 

often is a matter of personal prefer-

ence. Sometimes, they are just 

downright cute!

It is not uncommon, however, 

when clients ask for help, that we 

find the dog engages in a long list 

of behaviors that serve to run the 

household on his terms. Only when 

an owner is confronted with a “prob-

lem” are these other controlling 

gestures identified and fixed.

Sometimes, we teach our dogs 

things we never meant to teach 

him. If we take Rover outside while 

gardening -- pulling weeds and dig-

ging holes for plants -- what do you 

suppose he’s learning to do? He’s 

learning to try some gardening of 

his own, of course.

With a puppy, what does he learn 

when we ask, 

“What’s 

that? 

Who 

do you 

hear?” 

and he rushes 

excitedly to the window 

barking at any possible 

intruder? It’s a fun game 

at first, but not so when 

the puppy grows up 

believing that he has to 

defend your home from 

all of your friends.

The most common 

and least understood 

behavior we unwit-

tingly teach our dogs 

is that if they ask for, 

or demand attention, 

they get it.   A nudge 

of the hand, bringing 

a toy, leash, or maybe something 

he’s not supposed to have at all to 

initiate a game of chase—all of these 

attention-seeking behaviors seem 

to work for Rover.  Rover soon real-

izes that he can get us to do almost 

anything he wants, when he wants 

it.  Some of these behaviors are quite 

harmless and even fun, but some 

can become annoying and may lead 

to problem  behavior that requires a 

solution.

What behavior does your dog ini-

tiate that you find endearing? What 

would you rather he stop? 

Who is responding to whom is 

important to dogs; it is part of how 

they figure out their relationships 

within the pack. In the pack, leaders 

are the center of attention and our 

dogs often discover that is exactly 

where they sit; we have inadvertently 

taught them to be leaders. Remem-

ber, they learn our behavior patterns, 

then they respond to them, then they 

try to manipulate them.

Most dogs don’t want to be in 

charge, however, because pack 

leadership can feel like too much 

responsibility. Without meaning to, 

we often give our dogs a feeling of 

too much authority, and that can be 

troubling for both owners and dogs.

What have you taught your dog 

inadvertently? What is he learning 

today? When you recognize his and 

your patterns of behavior and use 

those to teach him, you’ll be on your 

way to a happy dog.  And,  Happy 

dogs = Happy families.

 

With 12 certified Bark Busters 
training professionals in Greater 
Houston, there is sure to be one near 
you! Give them a call today to learn 
about their renowned process in cor-
recting dog behavior with all-natural, 
dog-friendly methods. 

Bark Busters, the world’s largest 
dog training company,  is the only 
service of its kind that offers a written 
lifetime guarantee. For more informa-
tion, call 1-877-500-BARK (2275) or 
visit www.BarkBusters.com. 

 

observation Complication
your Dog learns By watching you  
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a look Back in time

i must confess that the first men-

tal association I have concern-

ing dog shows is a Saturday 

Night Live skit featuring Will Ferrell 

and Molly Shannon as eccentric dog 

owners co-hosting a television show 

about dogs called Dog Show.  In the 

skit, they sing a theme song which 

consists solely of them clapping and 

yelling the words, “Dog Show!”  

Many other dog show laymen ad-

mit that their limited knowledge on 

the subject is based upon whatever 

they remember from the Christopher 

Guest movie, Best In Show.  These 

parodies are entertaining, but I have 

discovered the real thing is better.  

The rich history of dog shows is 

as unique as the 170 AKC eligible 

breeds competing in modern shows.  

The two most highly regarded 

shows, Westminster and Crufts, are 

just a small part of the story but 

perhaps the most important.  

In 1877 the Westminster Kennel 

Club held its first dog show and thus 

began the prestigious competition 

that continues today making it the 

second longest continuously held 

sporting event in the United States, 

just one year behind the Kentucky 

Derby.  Like so many great ideas, 

Westminster was conceived by a 

group of friends gathered in a bar, 

drinking and telling stories.  As told 

by Max Riddle, in The Dog Show, 

125 Years of Westminster by William 

Stifel, “Westminster gets its name 

from a long gone hotel in Manhat-

tan.  There sporting gentlemen used 

to meet in the bar to drink and lie 

about their shooting accomplish-

ments.  Eventually they formed a 

club. They couldn’t agree on the 

name for their new club.  But finally 

someone suggested that they name 

it after their favorite bar.  The idea 

was unanimously selected, we 

imagine, with the hoisting of a dozen 

drinking arms.”  

The newly formed club helped 

Philadelphia stage a dog show to 

celebrate America’s centennial in 

1876.  This show proved to be a 

monumental success convincing the 

club members to hold their own dog 

show in New York.  The inaugural 

show, titled The First Annual New 

York Bench Show of Dogs, drew an 

entry of 1,201 dogs.   

In the early years of competi-

tion, winning dog owners received 

various prizes such as trophies, 

money paid in gold coin, or even 

pearl handled pistols.  Presently the 

show awards ribbons and trophies 

but not cash prizes or weapons.  

However, the winning dog is treated 

to a special meal at famed New York 

restaurant Sardi’s.  

Winners make the rounds on pop-

ular daytime talk shows and often 

retire to a life of luxury.  Undoubt-

edly a lifestyle coveted by every dog 

and probably some humans!  

The world’s largest dog show, 

held in Britain, began as a profit-

able enterprise for its founder and 

namesake, Charles Cruft.  As a 

young entrepreneur, Charles quickly 

worked his way up from office boy to 

traveling salesman within a London 

company that sold “dog cakes” (dog 

biscuits, not desserts with canines 

as ingredients!).  While in France, he 

was invited to organize promotion of 

the canine section in the Paris Exhi-

bition.  A few years later Charles was 

back in England and entrusted with 

management of the Allied Terrier 

Club Show at the Royal Aquarium.  

This soon led to the first officially 

titled Crufts show, Cruft’s Greatest 

Dog Show, held in 1891 within the 

Royal Agricultural Hall.  According 

to the Crufts website, (crufts.org.uk), 

“This was the first in a long series of 

shows there.  During this era it was 

possible for individuals to run shows 

for personal profit, an aspect that 

appealed mightily to Charles Cruft, 

and he ran his shows with consider-

able profit to himself.”

In 1938 Charles died, leaving the 

responsibility of running the show 

to his wife.   After three years, the 

widowed Mrs. Cruft felt the show 

too demanding for her to continue 

managing, so she sold it to the Ken-

nel Club to guarantee the continu-

ing legacy. Currently the Kennel 

Club licenses only non-commercial 

organizations to hold shows.

Present-day BIS winners at Crufts 

receive a replica trophy and a grand 

cash prize of £100 ($200).  This 

hardly compensates for the annual 

expenses associated with showing 

dogs, which can cost hundreds of 

thousands of dollars.  Comparatively, 

Britain’s first ever organized dog show 

was held in 1859 with a prize for top 

dog of 22 shillings, which in today’s 

currency is equivalent to the balance 

of an average gas station’s take and 

leave-a-penny cup.  However, any com-

petitor would tell you the real prize is 

the status that comes with a Crufts or 

Westminster Best In Show title.  Bev-

erly Wilson, a San Diego handler, put 

it best when speaking of Westminster, 

“Everyone does it for the love of the 

dogs and their own ego… Best in show 

is like a Pulitzer Prize.”  An analogy 

my dog and I hope one day to confirm.  

Dog Show! 

dog tales
a look Back at the history of Dog Shows  By: Andrea Reichenbach

C
ou

rt
es

y 
of

 L
ib

ra
ry

 o
f C

on
gr

es
s 

Pr
in

ts
 a

nd
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hs
 D

iv
is

io
n 

W
as

hi
ng

to
n,

 D
.C

. 2
05

40
 U

SA

22   www.houstonpettalk.com



Houston PetTalk Magazine   23

Dog Show history

intereStinG faCtS 
Westminster is one of the few 

benched dog shows in this country. 

Originally, most shows were 

“benched” in some fashion, where 

the entered dogs were required to be 

in assigned areas (on benches) at all 

times when not being judged in the 

ring. This allowed for interaction of 

dogs and their owners with specta-

tors and other owners and breeders 

as an educational process.

Westminster’s annual dog show 

has survived power outages, snow-

storms, a national depression, two 

World Wars and a tugboat strike that 

threatened to shut down the city. 

Best in Show has been won by the 

Terrier Group 44 out of the 102 times 

that the prize has been awarded 

since 1907, more than twice as many 

wins as any other group.

Only one Herding Group dog, a 

German Shepherd, has won Best In 

Show.  Only 2 dogs have ever won 

both Westminster and Crufts.  This 

feat was accomplished in 1968 by 

a Lakeland Terrier Ch. Stingray 

of Derryabah and in 2003 by Ch. 

Torums Scarf Michael, a Kerry Blue 

terrier.

In 1984, the Westminster Kennel 

Club ruled that dogs competing in 

its shows may not have names longer 

than seven words. This rule has been 

challenged more than any other rule 

in the Club’s 133-year history.

 

notaBle yearS
1877 - In the first Westminster show, 

there are entries in 35 breeds, includ-

ing the Long-haired Saint Bernard, 

the Esquimaux Dog, and the Sibe-

rian Bloodhound.  A Miscellaneous 

Class lists entries such as a “cross 

between a St. Bernard and a Russian 

Setter” and a dog named Nellie, 

“born with two legs only.”  

1892 - The entry fee for Westminster 

is raised from $3 to $5, where it will 

remain until 1947.

1907 - Best In Show first awarded.    

1910 - A class is offered for the 

first time for Fire Department 

Dalmatians, won by Mike of Engine 

Company 8 of 51st Street. 

1916 - One of the entries in the Mis-

cellaneous Class this year is listed as 

a “Truffles Hunter.”

1917 - A special hero of World War 

I, a German Shepherd named Filax 

of Lewanno who had brought 54 

wounded soldiers to safety, was 

exhibited at Westminster.

1923 - The only year Best In Show 

prize is not awarded at Westminster, 

since its inception in 1907, because 

of ongoing changes in AKC rules.  

However, 1924 brought major 

changes as the show introduces the 

new rules for Groups and Best In 

Show judging, five Group winners 

(Sporting, Working, Terrier, Toy and 

Non-Sporting) compete for the Best 

In Show.

1989 - A red Doberman Pinscher 

bitch, Ch. Royal Tudor’s Wild as the 

Wind CD, becomes the first dog with 

an obedience title to capture Best 

In Show. 

2008 - Ch. K-Run’s Park Me in First 

becomes the first Beagle ever and 

the first Hound in 25 years to win 

Best in Show at Westminster. His 

victory sets off a year-long celebra-

tion dubbed “Beaglemania” by the 

media.  “Uno” becomes the first 

Westminster winner to be invited to 

the White House, visiting President 

and Mrs. Bush in May, and later 

visits Texas Gov. Rick Perry at the 

capital in Austin.  

2009 – Houston’s own “Stump”, 

a 10-year-old Sussex spaniel and 

crowd favorite, wins Best In Show 

-- the oldest winner in Westminster’s 

133-year history. Stump only came 

out of retirement the week before the 

show and almost died in 2004 from a 

medical condition.



Show entertainment

D ancing dogs on display, 

“heavy petting” of many 

breeds, outrageous dog-

houses for auction, 100’s of vendors, 

adorable artwork...it’s all at the show! 

Here’s a sample of why you should 

grab friends and family and head to 

this unique event. You can even take 

a ride on “easy street” by hopping 

on the Metro Rail for hassle free 

parking. Escape the Texas heat with 

indoor entertainment! 

muSiCal freeStyle:
The sport of canine musical freestyle 

is said to have begun around 1981. 

It has since become one of the most 

popular dog sports and perennial 

favorite at the Reliant Dog Show. 

Musical freestyle combines obedi-

ence training and technique. Owner 

and dog “dance” to music, often with 

a costume or theme. It’s a hand-clap-

ping, foot-tapping exhibition that’s 

sure to make you smile.

Canine Freestyle exhibitions 

will be on Saturday and Sunday in 

the show/exhibition ring at various 

times between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.  

You’ll know something exciting is 

happening when the rockin’ music 

starts!

weiGht pullinG 
DemonStration:
If your dog likes to pull, consider 

entering him or her in the weight 

pulling demo July 18th from 9 a.m to 2 

p.m. AKC allowed breeds only.

StuDent art Show:
The Dr. Mari Jon Filla Student Art 

Exhibit and photo contest showcases 

artwork from Houston students in 

grades K through 12. The children 

create loving portraits of the family 

pet and the competition features 

students from several Houston area 

school districts. 

The art will be on display through-

out the show in Hall C. Winners are 

chosen in advance so ribbons will 

be displayed on the winning entries. 

And, traditionally the overall winner’s 

image is used for the official T-Shirt 

for the show!

DiSC DoG
A high-flying sport that got its start 

in 1974 when a teenager named Alex 

Stein and his dog, Ashley Whippet, 

jumped the fence during a baseball 

game between the Los Angeles Dodg-

ers and Cincinnati Reds and wowed 

the crowd with their “man, dog and 

Puttin’ on the dog
what to See &  Do at the Show  
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Show entertainment

frisbee” theatrics (Alex was arrested 

but only after performing for a full 

eight minutes!). 

The sport lives on today and con-

tinues to thrill fans with the aerial 

display of canine athleticism. Watch 

for continuing exhibitions in the 

show/exhibition ring on Saturday 

and Sunday.

meet the BreeD
“Purebred dogs are unique in the 

respect that they offer the advan-

tage of predictability; appearance, 

grooming needs, energy level, and 

exercise needs which are similar 

within breeds”, notes Carol William-

son, Public Education Coordinator for 

the Reliant Dog Show.   Most breeds 

were developed with certain functions 

in mind so if you are searching for 

the right dog for you, knowing breed 

characteristics will provide insight 

into energy levels, temperament and 

general behavior typical for the breed.

To help the public learn more about 

breeds first-hand, Carol introduced 

Meet The Breed fourteen years ago 

at the show and it has grown in 

popularity year after year. There are 

over 100 breeds represented during 

the Meet The Breed sessions so there 

is definitely a chance for the public 

to observe, touch and interact with 

breeders of just about any type of dog 

you may be considering. 

Feel free to ask the breeders ques-

tions. Good breeders want to arm you 

with knowledge in your quest for a 

dog to make sure the match is one 

that will last. Although the breeders 

cannot discuss the sale of puppies 

during Meet The Breed, you can find 

plenty of contact information for vari-

ous breed clubs at the show. 

Meet The Breed is presented in the 

front portion of the Hall just opposite 

the entrance to Hall B. Times vary for 

breed presentations and are posted at 

reliantdogshows.com approximately a 

week before the show.

mCSCotty marKet
Vendors line the rows of McScotty 

Market displaying a wide array of 

goodies including pet food, supplies, 

clothing, accessories, jewelry, artwork, 

gifts, books, food and more! Plus, there 

are many vendors who are showing off 

their great services (boarding, daycare, 

cremation, training, etc.) or rescue 

groups educating the public on their 

mission. Get ready to shop!

Dogwood
Dog Training
Where Training is FUN!

Come and Join the FUN!

713.849.9115

We offer Companion Training, Competition,  
Agility and Obedience Classes as well as  

Specialty Classes such as Rally.

8425 West Road, Houston, TX 77064
www.dogwooddogtraining.com

With this ad, get $10 off  
a Puppy or Basic Class

One coupon per family
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World Series of Dog Shows 

July 16-19, 2009

to theWELCOME
RELIANT PARK
World Series of Dog Shows 

July 16-19, 2009

to theWELCOME to the

Kids 12 and younger get 
in free with adult.

The Reliant Park World Series of Dog

Shows is not only the perfect family event

for the summer – completely air-condi-

tioned and all under one roof -- but it’s

also one of America’s largest and most

prestigious dog shows, attracting the

top show dogs in the country.

Beautiful and perfectly groomed

examples of more than 150 breeds

compete in Conformation while

superbly trained canine athletes

race for the gold in the fast-

paced Performance Events.

Yet other hot dogs catch flying

discs and dance to music.  As

always, educating the public about

responsible dog ownership is the

underlying theme of the Show, and

Meet the Breed begins the process by helping

wanna-be dog owners choose the best dog for them.

Hundreds of presentations, seminars and booths further

demonstrate how to be a good pet parent while just as

many booths in the McScotty Market make the

Show a shopper’s dream. 

RELIANT PARK
World Series of Dog Shows 

July 16-19, 2009
Here’s Your 

Pull-Out Show 
Guide

Appearing Sat. and Sun.
10 am to 2 pm only.

Westminster’s Reigning
Best in Show

CONFORMATION AG I LITY OBEDIENCE JUNIOR HANDLERS FLYBALL CANINE MUSICAL FREESTYLE 
CANINE FRISBEESM McSCOTTY MARKET MEET THE BREED MARI JON FILLA STUDENT ART EXHIBIT
DESIGNER DOGHOUSE COMPETITION & SHOWCASE INDEFINITE LISTING PRIVILEGE
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Charity

D esigner doghouses? Fabu-

lous homes for hounds? 

Mutt mansions? Yes...they 

are all at the show waiting for the 

highest bidder to take them home!

The Designer Doghouse 

Competition and Showcase is a 

crowd-pleasing fundraiser benefiting 

Citizens for Animal Pro-

tection, a local shelter 

that cares for thousand 

of pets annually. Area 

businesses, architects 

and even individuals 

take their valuable time 

and their creative skills 

to build one-of-a-kind 

doghouses that will have 

you shaking your head 

with pleasure at these 

cool constructions!

You can view the designs 

throughout the show and if 

you see something fitting for 

your pooch, then just place 

a bid in the silent auction. 

You will be helping a great 

charity do great things for 

animals in Houston. To learn 

more about Citizens For 

Animal Protection, located at 

11935 Katy Frwy, visit them 

on the web at www.cap4pets.org.

In addition to the winners of 

the silent auction, doghouses will 

be judged in multiple categories 

including the People’s Choice Award 

and Dixie’s Award. The doghouses 

are on display near the entrance of 

Hall A.

doggie “digs”
Doghouse Competition & auction for Cap  

“the airdale”

“rover Go round”
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Thursday, July 16
Sponsored by the Houston Combined 
Specialty Association

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Continuous
McScotty Market (Vendor Booths) Between Halls B and C 
Mari Jon Filla Student Art Show Hall C
Breed Judging (Conformation) Hall D
Crating and Grooming Hall E

NOTE: Best in Show and performance events and 
exhibitions are not held today.

Friday, July 17
Sponsored by the Houston Kennel Club

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Continuous
McScotty Market (Vendor Booths) Between Halls B and C
Mari Jon Filla Student Art Show Hall C
Breed Judging (Conformation) Hall D
Crating and Grooming Hall E

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Continuous
Agility, Flyball and Obedience Hall A

12 p.m. to 4 p.m., Continuous
Meet the Breed Between Halls B and C in 

the Meet the Breed Ring 
3 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Group and Best in Show Judging Hall B in the Best in 
Show/Exhibition Ring

Saturday, July 18
Sponsored by the Beaumont Kennel Club

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Continuous
McScotty Market (Vendor Booths) Between Halls B and C 
Mari Jon Filla Student Art Show Hall C
Breed Judging (Conformation) Hall D
Crating and Grooming Hall E

continued

Saturday, cont.

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Continuous
Agility, Flyball, Obedience Hall A
Frisbee and Freestyle Hall B in the Best in 

Show/Exhibition Ring

9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Continuous 
Meet the Breed Between Halls B and C in the 

Meet the Breed Ring

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
“Stump” Personal Appearance Adjacent to the Student

Art Show

3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Group and Best in Show Judging Hall B in the Best in 

Show/Exhibition Ring 

Sunday, July 19
Sponsored by the Galveston County Kennel Club

8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Continuous
McScotty Market (Vendor Booths) Between Halls B and C
Mari Jon Filla Student Art Show Hall C
Breed Judging (Conformation) Hall D
Crating and Grooming Hall E

8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Continuous
Ability, Flyball, Obedience Hall A
Frisbee and Freestyle Hall B in the Best in 

Show/Exhibition Ring 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Continuous
Meet the Breed Between Halls B and C in the 

Meet the Breed Ring

10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
“Stump” Personal Appearance Adjacent to the Student

Art Show

3 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Group and Best in Show Hall B in the Best in 
Judging Show/Exhibition Ring

Reliant Park World Series of Dog Shows
July 16 – 19, 2009

Reliant Center • Houston, Texas

Schedule of Events

Please see our Web site for the latest 
Meet the Breed and Breed Judging schedules.
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the reaLLY

stUff PaGe
COOL
emporium

By
Michelle
Mantor

the lap of luxe
the elite way to have a cool sip! 
Stainless steel drinking bowl by 
Wetnoz, available at barker-
streetbakery.com

K-9 Comfort 
Cool summer colors adorn 
the beds from oasis, avail-
able at trixieandpeanut.com.

Cool & fresh 
that’s the scent your home 
will have with an anatica 
farmacista fragrances from 
olivine in Uptown Park.
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emporium

passion for pets 
that’s what the talented artist Sandra has as the 
“master” of dixiedogdesign.com. Commemorate 
your pet forever with whimsical art...it’s really cool!

frame fame
Capture the pet that’s number one in your heart 
with a sparkly frame, customized just 
for you, at Hollywood frame 
Gallery, see page 19.

Cute 
Pearls are forever chic...

thank you Jackie-o, Grace Kelly 
and barbara bush! Sophisticated 

lady is what your pampered pooch will 
be with this timeless jeweled neckwear 

and rhinestone collars adorned with 
leash ring, available at Pawty Palace 

in Katy, pawtypalace.com.

Coif it up 
a “slicker” isn’t just a 
“slicker” anymore. the ulti-
mate hip way to brush away 
your cares is with swarovski 
crystal! available at crysta-
laffairpetcollars.com.

royally 
Cool 
Get a new leash on 
life with this Űber 
sophisticated lead. it’s 
beautiful, eye-catching, 
flexible, unique...and 
well...just plain cool! 
available at crystalaf-
fairpetcollars.com.
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Show Dogs

S o you want to purchase a 

puppy to show!  What do 

you need to consider before 

taking this huge step?  Among other 

things, the cost, training, condition-

ing and the time your dog will spend 

on the road and possibly away from 

you are all factors to think about.  

My husband Todd and I made 

the decision that we wanted to 

purchase our second Doberman 

and we wanted one that we could 

show.  Dobermans are devoted loyal 

companions, protective, obedient, 

fearless and extremely smart!  We 

researched the Doberman Pinscher 

Club of Houston, www.doberman-

houston.org to learn about reputable 

breeders in the Houston area.   

The best tip that I can recom-

mend is to do your research and 

find a good and reputable breeder.  

You can start out finding a breeder 

by locating the parent club in your 

city and then research the breed 

standard through the Doberman 

Pinscher Club of America, www.

dpca.org.   You should also attend 

dog shows and try to meet and talk 

with breeders and owners.  The 

number one and most important 

tip – “Don’t be impulsive!”  Study the 

breed and make yourself knowledge-

able.  Is this a breed that will fit in 

with your family and do you have 

the place and ability to exercise your 

dog?   It always helps to try and find 

a mentor in the breed that you’re 

interested in.

We contacted several breeders 

and finally found a match at Mer-

rimac Dobermans. We met our little 

boy “Blue” and fell in love instantly!

Blue went to his first show when 

he was 6 months old and received 

his first point when he was 8 months 

old.  He is nearing the completion of 

his AKC Championship in confirma-

tion classes, which takes 15 points.  

These points are not easy to get as 

only one dog of each sex receives 

the points for the breed.  It is not all 

glamour and it takes a lot of work on 

the owner’s part to make sure that 

your dog stays in top show condi-

tion, including nutrition, grooming, 

exercise, and obedience training.   

In our case, Blue has had three 

trainers with each focusing on 

different areas of training (Nikki 

McClendon, Jim Burwell and Alisa 

Brotherhood).  Keep in mind that 

training your dog is a TEAM effort 

and everyone on the team, including 

it’s Show time!
life of a Show Dog By: Marilyn Swick 

Premium and Holistic Pet Food,
Beds, Leashes, Collars, Clothing,
Shampoos, Supplements, Gifts, Toys and Treats!

23930 Westheimer Parkway, Ste. 115
Katy, TX 77494

www.animaltaleskaty.com
281.395.5525

www.michaelhugginsart.com

Now Offering 
Grooming!
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Show Dogs

the owners must be on the same 

page. You need to practice training 

exercises with your dog on a regular 

schedule utilizing consistent train-

ing methods. As an example, Blue’s 

home conditioning program con-

sists of a combination of treadmill, 

hill workout, biking, swimming, and 

“doga”, which is yoga for dogs. 

You also need to consider the 

expense of showing your dog and 

what it takes for your dog to become 

an AKC Champion.  Advertising 

and marketing of your dog is just 

as important as his training.  Blue is 

featured every month in the Dober-

man Digest and he has his own web-

site, www.bluemoondobermans.com. 

According to Alisa Brotherhood, 

Blue’s handler, you should expect 

to spend anywhere from $2,000.00 

to $3,000.00 for a young puppy of 

champion show descent. 

There are many ways to condition 

a dog for the ring.  Ideally, I like my 

dogs to get lots of free time run-

ning on my property where I have 

add plastic PVC poles to jump to 

strengthen their back muscles.  If 

you don’t have acreage to run, there 

are many other ways to condition.  

You can put your dogs on a dog or 

human treadmill.  You can roadwork 

with either a golf-cart or a bicycle.  

You can buy agility or obedience 

jumps and put your dog on a lead to 

facilitate jumping.  

It is very important to keep your 

show dog in top condition for sev-

eral reasons.  The main reason is the 

dogs love it! Conditioning can give 

you an edge on your competition in 

the ring.  If your dog is competing 

with several other dogs, the deciding 

factor can be the conditioning and 

tone of your dog. 

My tips on winning could take 

several pages, so I will give you my 

top five tips.   You, as a handler, must 

know what is good and bad about 

your dog.  You must learn how to 

“play up” the strengths of the dog 

that you are showing.   If your dog 

is the best trained, best conditioned 

and shows with a “look at me” atti-

tude, you have the winning formula.  

The #1 tip of all is “remember, you 

do this (showing dogs) for fun!”  So, 

go out and have fun with your dog 

and make lots of great friends along 

the way!

Dog showing can be a great outlet 

for bonding with your dog and 

meeting people.  You’ll meet people 

from all walks of life joined by the 

common bond of love for their dog.  

There are so many facets of showing 

that you can participate in, confirma-

tion, obedience, and agility.   The 

main reason I started showing dogs 

was to do something fun with my 

dog.  It was all that and more!  

Come and cheer Blue on at The 

Reliant Dog Show in the Doberman 

Conformation Classes...see you 

there!

it’s Show time - continued

VETERINARIAN
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Veterinary Chiropractic 
  Rehabilitation Clinic

Veterinary Chiropractic
and Rehabilitation Clinic

 
 

Chiropractic, Acupuncture, 
Nutrition and Physical Therapy 

Ferno Aqua Pawz

     Offering a variety of therapy options for dogs, cats & horses 

4604 Fuqua St
Houston, TX 77048

(713) 991-9500

w w w . v e t c h i r o a n d r e h a b . c o m

Robin Robinett, DVM

cc713.658.0900   www.urbantails.cc
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Houston’s Premier 
Bird Store

Houston’s Premier 
Bird Store

Houston’s Premier 
Bird Store

713-681-5299713-681-5299713-681-5299

7414 Westview Drive
Houston, Texas

(between Wirt & Antoine
one light North of I-10)

Tu-Sat 10-6 Sun Noon-6

www.adventuresinbirdsinc.com

Give your dog a
“new leash on life.”

We are a full-service pet Boarding, 
Grooming, DayCamp and Training facility that 
can tailor our services to you and your pet’s specific needs.

We off a variety of training services to fit you and your 4-legged
friend’s busy schedules and will ensure that you and your New GENIUS will
be the talk of all your friends. Call today for a FREE EVALUATION! We offer
the following: Puppy Kindergarten, In-Lodge Training, Basic Obedience,
Intermediate Obedience, Advanced Obedience, DayCamp with Training,
Private Lessons, Behavior Modification, Agility Training and Retriever Training.
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environment

m any dog lovers are 

in denial about 

their pooch’s “leave-

behinds”.  Science has revealed an 

unsavory truth; it’s an environmen-

tal pollutant.  Studies put dogs 3rd 

and 4th on the list of contributors 

to bacteria in contaminated waters. 

From mutts to blue-blooded cham-

pions, all dogs harbor so-called coli 

form bacteria which live in the gut. 

The environmental impact of 

dog waste went unrecognized for 

decades.  Researchers have studied 

dozens of waterways.  Wild birds 

and humans usually head the 

roster of who’s fouling the water.  

But in some areas, dogs make sig-

nificant deposits.  Even where dogs 

aren’t the prime offenders, they’re 

one of the polluters that authorities 

have no control over.  Seagulls and 

other birds are most responsible 

for high bacteria levels, but Federal 

laws protect birds.  That leaves 

dogs.

According to the U.S. Pet Owner-

ship Statistics, there are approxi-

mately 74.8 million owned dogs in 

the U.S. – that adds up to a lot of 

kibble.  Officials know they have 

significant educating to do before 

people realize their pooch can be a 

canine sewage pipe.  Some people 

find it humiliating to carry plastic 

bags.  

A survey by the Center for 

Watershed Protection found that 

of the 41% of respondents who 

rarely or never clean up after their 

dogs, 44% would refuse to do so 

in the face of fines and neighbors’ 

complaints.  Reasons included, 

“because it eventually goes away, “ 

“small dog, small waste,” and “just 

because.”  Cities are starting to 

provide pooper scooper stations 

in dog parks and other areas as a 

means to educate owners.  Condos, 

townhomes, and apartment as-

sociations are now hiring waste 

removal services to help clean their 

properties and the environment. 

Scoop le poop pet waste 

removal service in Houston has 

been “keeping it green and clean” 

for many years and has helped the 

environment one household at a 

time.  This eco-friendly service 

uses biodegradable bags, as well as 

disinfects and deodorizes the yards 

after picking up the pet waste on a 

weekly basis.  Scoop le Poop, along 

with its customers, is eco-friendly 

through their actions and recom-

mends using name brands like 

Bio bag, which is biodegradable 

instead of the grocery bags, which 

are not.

Call to Doody is another local 

provider of waste removal services. 

Not only does Call To Doody pro-

vide residential services, but they 

also supply commercial DOGIPOT 

stations for businesses, parks, 

etc. as well as supplies and waste 

removal signage. 

To inquire about being “green 

and clean” at your home or busi-

ness visit them on the web at:

www.pooplescoop.com

 www.calltodoody.com

“Green” for dogs
why you Should Scoop

Need a New 'Do?
Southwest Animal Clinic Grooming
   

*Gentle handling
*Certified groomer for both
  dogs & cats
*Secret conditioning formula
  leaves coat shiny & silky
*Over 20 years experience

4570 Bissonnet
Bellaire, TX 

77401
713.668.4466

Don't be afraid to strut your stuff...
Let Ron give you the softest coat in town!

with Ronald Edwards

$10 off if
you mention

this ad!
Expires 8/1/09



Olivine

Specializing in cozy and  
comfortable interiors for you  
and your four-legged friends.

Uptown Park

713-622-7776

A rare-breed of rug, durable and stylish. For more styles 
available at Olivine, visit www.dashandalbert.com.

Finding Exceptional Pet Care
 Is As Easy As ABC!

Any Service Or Purchase

• One Of Only 8 Accredited Facilities in TX!
• PCSA Certified Staff
• After 20 Years, Still An Industry Leader
• Bored Pets? Not On Our Watch!
• Active Play For All Guests

Offer expires August 31, 2009
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Bone-A-Fide WinnerC ongratulations to Hen-

rietta’s Readers Choice 

Awards for 2009! Houston 

PetTalk readers voted earlier this year 

for the “top dog” in 10 categories. 

Henrietta gives a “paws up” to the 2nd  

(Silver Paw) and 3rd   (Tail Wagger) 

runners-up!

The competition was truly fierce 

and when Henrietta saw the mound of 

votes she had to count, she gathered 

up several boxes and several bottles 

of Barkundy and we didn’t see her for 

two days! 

As the 2nd annual competition 

has come to a close, Henrietta wants 

to remind everyone to be a watchdog 

throughout the year for next year’s 

winners. Voting will take place early 

in March through May of 201o at 

houston-

pet- talk.com,  so go out 

there and sample all the best Hous-

ton has to offer in pet services and 

let us know your favorites!

reader’s Choice
awards

Henrietta’s

Category Best in Show Silver Paw Tail Wagger
Best Boarding and/or  

Doggie Daycare Molly’s Mutt House Rover Oaks Miss Daisy’s Dog Camp & 
ABC Pet Resort

Best Pet Healthcare  
Provider Dr. Daniel Kainer, DVM Veterinary Chiropractic and 

Rehabilitation
Canine Health Institute & 
Southwest Animal Clinic

Best In-Home  
Pet Care Provider Privileged Pets Pet Sitting Paws for a Moment Pets Are Inn

Best Dog Trainer  
or Dog Training  

Company

Happy Tails Obedience 
Training - Lynn Trafton

Privileged Pets -  
Jack Richardson ABC Pet Resort

Best Pet Friendly Lodging Abundance Retreat -  
Wimberley Hotel Derek Hotel ZaZa

Best Pet Event The Woodlands Dog Park 
Spring Bark Party

Houston Humane Society  
Annual Fun Run Pet Fest - Old Towne Spring

Best Pet Friendly  
Restaurant (Patio) Barnaby’s Annabelle’s Diner McCormick & Schmick’s

Best Grooming/ Salon A Dog’s Life Pet Salon & 
Boutique John Andrews Pet Salon Posh Paws Mobile Grooming

Best Pet Products Shopping Barker Street Bakery A Dog’s Life Pet Salon &  
Boutique - Spring Pawty Palace
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Directory of advertisers

BoarDinG/traininG/
GroominG faCilitieS
aBC pet resort & Spa
See ad on page 40

animal tales 
See ad on page 34

Best friends pet Care
See ad on page 4

Demi’s Dog house
See ad on page 44

fondren five Star Kennels
See ad on page 45

Galleria pet resort
See ad on page 36

houston Dog ranch
See ad on page 24

lone Star pet lodges
See ad on page 38

meadowlake pet resort
See ad on page 7 

molly’s mutt house
See ad on page 3

prestonwood Kennels
See ad on page 35

rover oaks pet resort
See ad on page 5

yuppie Dog
See ad on page 6

a tail & 4 legs
See ad on page 9

GroominG
aussie pet mobile Grooming
See ad on page 23

happy tails Dog Spa
See ad on page 37

Southwest animal Clinic
See ad on page 39 

posh paws mobile Spa
See ad on page 9

pet SittinG
Big Dog and miss Kitti’s pet  
Sitting Services
See ad on page 49

Dogma Catma
See ad on page 35

pets are inn
See ad on page 51

Gretchen & ivy’s pet Sitting
See ad on page 55

for the love of pets
See ad on page 43

traininG
Bark Busters
See ad on page 21

Bark’s fifth avenue
See ad on page 53

Dogwood Dog training & 
Sports Center
See ad on page 25

Get along little Doggie
See ad on page 26

lone Star Dog training
See ad on page 26
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832.651.9428
fortheloveofpets@hotmail.com

Call or e-mail us today!

For the Love of Pets
At Home Pet Service

We offer competitive rates and can 
personalize your pet’s schedule to 

suit both your needs.
*bonded and insured

  Book two or more visits and get the 
third one free.

 Book an overnight stay and get the 
mid-day walk included.

Directory of advertisers

happy tails obedience training
See ad on page 55

Jim Burwell’s petiquette
See ad on page 47

my Dog & me
See ad on page 55

ttouch
See ad on page 55

urban tails
See ad on page 37

pet proDuCtS anD 
ServiCeS
adventures in Birds
See ad on page 38

arne’s warehouse
See ad on page 10

Blue moon Doga
See ad on page 46

Call to Doody
See ad on page 43

Carter’s pet Depot
See ad on page 9

floppy pets
See ad on page 43

happy pets Quilts
See ad on page 39

Shaggy Dog rescue
See ad on page 52

live oak pet Services
See ad on page 9

Scoop le poop
See ad on page 55

hedz up pets
See ad on page 37

wally Beds
See ad on page 55

wondercide
See ad on page 52

pet fooD
the Barfer Shoppe
See ad on page 26

Barker Street Gourmey Dog  
Bakery and Boutique
See ad on page 44

Dog lover’s Choice
See ad on page 11

premium pet Supplies
See ad on page 50

wellness pet food
See ad on page 2

woof Gourmet pet Bakery
See ad on page 55

BoutiQueS
a Dog’s life pet Salon
See ad on page 35

a Dog’s life luxury Boutique
See ad on page 47

Gone to the Dogs...  
and the Cat too
See ad on page 36

olivine
See ad on page 40

Sasha’s Suds n Duds
See ad on page 8
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Shop on line at  
www.barkerstreetbakery.com 

 Celebrate your 
 dog’s special  
 event 

    with a  
 custom  
 cake from 

Now featuring 
Christian Audigier 

Pet Couture 

442 Sawdust Road  The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(281) 465-1703   

Mon-Sat 10am-7pm 

pawty palace
See ad on page 55

art anD photoGraphy
Dixie Dog pet portraits
See page on 54

evin thayer Studios
See ad on page 48

hollywood frame Gallery
See ad on page 19

pet portraits by nancy Davis Keely
See ad on page 46

healthCare ServiCeS
Chiropractor Dr. Jackie Doval, D.C.
See ad on page 51

Canine health institute
See ad on page 31

Best friends animal  
hospital Spring
See ad on page 4

the lightfoot way
See ad on page 49

Southwest animal Clinic
See ad on page 45

washington heights  
veterinary Clinic
See ad on page 47

winrock animal Clinic, p.C.
See ad on page 49

vCa veterinary General practice 
hospitals
See ad on page 18

veterinary Chiropractic and  
rehabilitation Clinic
See ad on page 37

other pet-frienDly 
SponSorS
abundance retreat
See ad on page 52

wright pawn & Jewelry Company
See ad on page 45

hotel ZaZa
See ad on page 8

wilcox interiors
See ad on page 42

Crazy Coil
See ad on page 38

Don puryear
See ad on page 8

ouisie’s table
See ad on page 42

maximum Carpet Care
See ad on page 55

Directory of advertisers

44   www.houstonpettalk.com



Houston PetTalk Magazine   45

*Internal Medicine
*Surgery
*Dentistry
*Comprehensive In-House
  Diagnostic Laboratory
*Ultra Sound & Radiology
*Bathing & Boarding

Dr. Mark Silberman
Dr. Garnett Von Eiff

4570 Bissonnet
Bellaire, TX 77401
713.668.4466

Offering Full Range Services for the 
Treatment and Care of Dogs & Cats

Southwest
Animal 
Clinic

We Handle with Care.

STEM Cell
Therepy Certified



health

i s your dog ready to play, or 

just sitting on the sidelines? 

You might be surprised to 

learn that dogs experience chronic 

pain just like humans. Canine pain 

can be due to a multitude of factors, 

including sports related injuries, 

post-operative surgery, and breed 

disposition. 

 In both humans and canines, 

chronic pain can manifest in areas 

such as the neck, back, shoulder, 

elbow, wrist, feet, hips or knees. As 

humans, we can communicate our 

discomfort while our canine counter-

parts often suffer in silence.

 Recognizing and treating canine 

pain is the inspiration behind the 

newly launched Canine Health Insti-

tute, a facility in Houston focusing 

specifically on pain management 

and rehabilitation. Their unique 

concept integrates three distinct 

services: Diagnostic Imaging, Pain 

Management and Rehabilitation. 

 The first step in managing pain 

is to correctly identify the pain 

generator in an animal that cannot 

give us verbal information 

about their discom-

fort. The Canine 

Health Institute 

recognizes the 

need to first 

diagnose the 

cause of 

pain 

through 

state of the art technology, 

including a sophisticated MRI and 

CT machine that is equal to or better 

than those used in most human 

hospitals.  The scans are read by 

certified veterinary radiologists, and 

can be viewed in 3D to be explored 

from every angle to help 

doctors differentiate 

between tissue, 

gas, fluids and 

fat. With diag-

nostic technol-

ogy designed 

specifi-

cally 

for 

ani-

mals, the 

source of the pain is accu-

rately identified, thus precipitating 

an effective plan for treatment. 

 The Canine Health Institute is 

passionate about finding non-

surgical alternatives for our pets 

when appropriate. With their 

advanced diagnostics, the Canine 

Health Institute is able to identify, 

classify, measure and treat pain with 

a multitude of techniques and mo-

dalities including steroid injections, 

underwater treadmill therapy, laser 

therapy, acupuncture, and chiroprac-

tic therapy. They have even helped 

pioneer precise stem cell injections 

in canines for pain elimination.  

 The final step in providing our 

companions with the level of com-

fort they deserve is a rehabilitation 

program customized to their indi-

vidual needs. So if you suspect your 

dog is experiencing pain, consider 

an evaluation at the Canine Health 

Institute to get your pet on the road 

to recovery. 

Visit CHI online at caninehealth-
institute.com and receive a preventa-
tive care evaluation coupon.

is Your dog in Pain?
the Canine health institute: Champions of pain management

Diagnostic 
Imaging

Pain
Management Rehabilitation
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Premium

Mon–Thurs 10–6
Fri–Sat 10–8

Sun 12–5

One Call to
Fix it All!

Frustrated with an out of control dog?

In Home Dog Training

713.728.0610
www.petiquettedog.com

Jim has a unique ability to 
understand and communicate 

with canines. He’s the most 
trusted name in dog training.

Radar, Television’s Celebrity Weather Dog, whispers to the Top Dog.

Call For

Group Classes





  

“The Best Possible Medical, Dental
& Surgical Care”

Pat Banks, DVM
Susan Schweers, DVM
Dave Campbell, DVM

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm 
Sat 8am-Noon Sun Closed

6415 San Felipe, Suite I
Houston, Texas 77057

713-785-5551

Winrock Animal Clinic, P.C.

top Dog

S tump may well be the most 

laid back celebrity you’ll 

ever have a chance to meet. 

As a  matter of fact, he’s so relaxed 

that I thought we were going to 

have prop him up with a pole just to 

take his photo for this issue! Being 

so relaxed may well be his secret to 

becoming the  oldest canine to win 

one of the most prestigious honors 

in all of dogdom!

Yes, you have a chance to meet 

this rock-star status doggie at the 

show. “Stump” will be on hand to 

meet the public and celebrate his 

historic win. Visit Stump at the 

show for pawtographs and photos 

on Saturday and Sunday from 10am 

to 2pm.

Show Chair Tom Pincus explains 

that Stump is extraordinary in a lot 

of ways. “First, he is the only Sussex 

spaniel ever to win Best in Show at 

Westminster. Also, at 10 years old, 

he’s the oldest dog ever to win. So 

he’s clearly become a hero to all 

kinds of underdogs.” Stump is sure 

to add excitement and glamour 

to the dog show if a previous ap-

pearance by another Westminster-

winning dog and native Houstonian 

-- J.R., the amazing Bichon Frise 

-- is any indication. Pincus explains 

that, “In 2001, J.R. was our special 

guest and had adoring crowds lined 

up and down the aisles, waiting to 

see him. We expect a repeat of that 

phenomenon with Stump.”

“Stump,” 

a Sussex 

spaniel, is 

so called 

because 

he is short 

and brown, 

reminiscent 

of a tree 

trunk. Offi-

cially, named “Ch. Clusexx Three D 

Grinchy Glee,” Stump achieved an 

extraordinary win at the prestigious 

Westminster Kennel Club’s show in 

Madison Square Garden this past 

February.

Houston’s Very own Winner!
meet “Stump” at the Show  By: Michelle Mantor
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For independent pet supply retailers near you, visit  
www.innovapet.com  

or call Premium Pet Products at 713.785.3191
50   www.houstonpettalk.com



Animal Chiropractor*
“For dogs that want to enjoy life.”

Jacqueline A. Doval, MS, DC (AVCA)
404 Westheimer @ Taft | 713.627.WELL (9355) | www.docjackie.com

*VETErinAriAn rEFErrAL rEquirED         MOBiLE SErViCES AVAiLABLE

home away
   from home

The #1 Pet Lodging Alternative!

Travel guilt-free while your pet relaxes in a private home!

     Round trip transportation provided-even weekends

     One owner’s pet(s) per home

     Pre-screened for compatibility

281.651.PETS (7387) 
petsareinn.com

Est. 1982
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Vacation with your Pet
in the Texas Hill Country

www.AbundanceRetreat.com
info@AbundanceRetreat.com

Luxurious, Pet Friendly Lodging 
in Wimberley, Texas

512-517-0742
Rich possibilities await you and your pet at Abundance.

H o u s t o n s h a g g y d o g r e s c u e . o r g

fletcher
fletcher is a cross between a 
basset hound and a terrier, 
he is about 2 years old and 
very sweet, he has a great 
personality and loves to play 
with other dogs or sleep in 
his doggie bed, Fletcher 
is very mild tempered and 
goes to Rover Oaks Doggie 
Day Care to play.

m e e t

Shaggy Dog Rescue is a 501 (3)(c) non-
profit rescue group dedicated to saving Shaggy Dogs from 
B.A.R.C., and H.C.P.H.E.S restoring them to good health 
and readying them to go to new loving homes, all dogs 
are spayed/neutered, micro-chipped and fully socialized 
before adoption.
Please visit our web-site for adoption applications and information 

on other dogs available, and for donations!

Are you reducing your pets life by 30%? If you use spot on flea 
treatments, experts say you are! Unlike spot on treatments, 
Wondercide™ products are nontoxic and completely safe for 
use on pets, including puppies, kittens, and nursing mothers. 
It’s time to stop poisoning pets with pesticides 
and start eliminating harmful parasites 
with a safe, natural alternative.

WONDERCIDE™

IS THE ANSWER.
See the whole line of Wondercide™ 
products for pets, people, and 
property at wondercide.com or call 
us toll free for more information:

(877) TX - ORGANIC

WONDERCIDE.COM

LIVE GREEN,
LIVE LONGER.

™
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10620 FM 1960 Rd. W
Houston. Texas 77070BO
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She Speaks. Dogs Listen!

10% 0ff
Behavior 

Boot Camp
Training

Pennie Mahon (owner/master trainer at Barks)
and her World Champion Frisbee Dog “Spinner”

281.970.2284
www.barks5thave.com

houston’s finest

p ennie Mahon, owner and 

master trainer at Barks 

5th Avenue, has success-

fully trained many animals over the 

past 30 years including dogs, cats, 

and horses. Her ability to “speak” 

to animals is quite impressive and 

Houston is proud to have such a 

talented performer and trainer in 

our midst!

As a three time Frisbee Disc Dog 

World Champion, Pennie and her 

beloved pets , Air Bandita and Spin-

ner, are celebrities in the Frisbee 

dog world. She currently serves as 

President of the Houston Canine 

Frisbee Disc Club, a group that will 

be performing on July 18 and 19 at 

the Reliant Dog Show. 

 Pennie has spent many years 

perfecting her craft by taking exten-

sive classes in dog psychology and 

various training methods. Her love 

and passion for animals prompted 

her to revamp the traditional train-

ing techniques. Gone are the days of 

negative correction.

She has masterfully put together 

a unique, custom training philoso-

phy that stems from her extensive 

training experience. In 2007, she 

began her formal training program, 

“Bark’s Behavior Boot Camp”. Since 

then, Pennie and her training team 

have successfully trained over 100 

dogs of varying breeds. 

Behavior Boot Camp is a 3-wk. 

board & train program covering 

basic obedience and behavior 

modification. At the “finale”, Pennie 

has one-on-one sessions with the 

pet owner and their family to ensure 

they have the tools to continue with 

a long, happy pet/owner relationship 

for many years to come. 

Pennie Mahon has been featured 

on Animal Planet, ESPN and is a 

regular participant and winner at the 

Purina Incredible Dog Challenge. 

She has also been the first place 

winner of People and Their Amazing 

Animals. Pennie regularly fosters 

dogs and puppies through various 

local charity organizations.

Most times you can find Pennie 

and her pets at Barks 5th Avenue 

(www.barks5thave.com) talking to 

pet owners and advising them about 

responsible pet ownership, nutrition, 

etc. She actively promotes healthy 

pet diets and is an advocate for feed-

ing organic, raw and holistic foods. 

She truly wants what is best for you 

and your pet!

When She Speaks, dogs Listen
3 time world Champion - pennie mahon  
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281.646.9605
dixiedogdesign@sbcglobal.net

www.dixiedogdesign.com

custom.
contemporary.
commemorative.

Show vendors

S trolling along McScotty Market is fun and 

educational. Many of Houston PetTalk’s 

ad sponsors (that make our publication 

possible!) will have booths at the show and we en-

courage you to visit them. We’re proud to say that 

our sponsors are the Top Dogs of the pet industry 

in the Bayou City so visit with them while they are 

all corralled in one place!

Dr. Doval - ChiropraCtor
Need an adjustment? Dr. Jackie Doval can fix 

you or your pet right up! Dr. Doval is the official 

Chiropractor to the canine athletes at the show. 

She’s also a human chiropractor so stop by for an 

adjustment ringside by the Agility ring.

Canine health inStitute
This winning team can stop the pain…your dog’s 

pain. Find out how at their booth where they’re  

puttin’ on the dog the for show…they’ll be giving 

away FAB prizes…go spin the wheel! 

live oaK pet ServiCeS
Live Oak is the premier provider of pet crematory 

services in Greater Houston. They will have some 

great prize drawings at their booth…and the best 

latte machine on the planet (trust me...I know!)

BarK BuSterS
Got dog behavior issues? They’ll fix it. It’s that 

simple. Stop by their booth and find out how to 

turn your “little devil” into an “angel”.

my DoG & me
A stalwart in the obedience and agility world, My 

Dog & Me has a unique service offering... a wide 

array of classes; a “home-like” environment and 

tons of indoor space to play with your pup.

hollywooD frame Gallery
Henrietta’s Maker, Jim Tweedy, will be on hand 

to sign artwork. Jim’s Friendly Doggies’ series of 

prints will make you giggle..check it out.

premium pet SupplieS
Ask them anything about pet nutrition and they 

will have the answer. It’s the best free education you 

can hope for…and they’ll have tons of products! 

meaDowlaKe pet reSort
The latest pet care facility to open in Houston. It’s top 

shelf. Visit with them to find out how your pet can stay 

in a safe, affordable yet luxurious resort while you’re 

away (and be groomed, trained and hugged).

BarKer Street BaKery 
Have you ever passed by a bakery that didn’t 

make your mouth water for the taste of their deli-

cious, enticing baked goods? Well, get ready to be 

bow-wowed by the plethora of goodies from BSB…

your dog will love you! 

wellneSS pet fooD
One of the highest quality foods on the market for 

your pet, Wellness has just the right healthy solu-

tion for your pet. Stop by for samples.

woof pet BaKery
Yummy, all natural, freshly baked treats for your 

“baby”. Enough said.

BeSt frienDS pet Care
Nationally recognized for their excellence in 

boarding, training and veterinary services!

wilCox interiorS
Pet Proof flooring in amazing designs!

harriS Co. vet. meD. aSSoC.
Give donations to help veterinary students.

more venDorS not to miSS!
The Barfer Shoppe (Raw Food, Supplements)

Crazy Coil - Specialty shoes for pain control

Wally Bed - The comfiest beds around!

Show Stoppers
visit our Sponsors at the Show By:  Michelle Mantor
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Got Dirty Carpet?

281.222.6640
Free quotes by phone

• Pet odor removal
• Carpet cleaning
• Carpet protection

MAXIMUM 
CARPET CARE

WWW.MAXCARPETCARE.COM

No hidden fees. No surprise charges.

Happy Tails 
Obedience Training

Leadership, training and kindness promotes 
balanced dogs and happy owners

Lynn Trafton, APDT Member
Phone:  832-687-5133 

E-mail:  lynn@happytailsobediencetraining.com 
Website:  www.happytailsobediencetraining.com

Training classes and in-home
sessions for you and your pet

Terrie Irvin
Integrative Therapeutic Services

Certified Tellington TTouch® Practitioner

   
   

Leash Pulling Chewing Aging Issues
Recovery from Injury

713 301 2794
tsirvin@comcast.net

Training With The Right Touch 
Makes A World Of Difference

..

 

 

   

 

 

�Obedience Classes 

�Behavioral Consultation 
�Agility Classes 
�Indoor Dog Park 

ThinkLikeaDog.com 

2215 Lawrence St. ~ 713-864-3436 

•Obedience Classes

•Behavioral Consultation

•Agility Classes

•Indoor Dog Park

2215 Lawrence Street   713.864.3436

thinklikeadog.com

My Dog & Me

FAMOUS BEDS 
That PETS LOVE!
Choose from many sizes, styles 

and beautiful washable 
faux furs.

*THROWS- Fabulous faux       
  furs for your bedroom and  
  furniture.
*CRATE SETS-     
  Coordinating cover,  
  bumper & pads (summer    
  or winter fabrics).
*DOG COATS- Warm,  
  practical and durable.
*AFTER BATH COATS-  
  Soft terry velour.
*TOYS- Custom made for  
  dogs & cats.

www.wallybed.com
See us at the 

RELIANT PARK 
DOG SHOW!



8:00 a.m.
t o 3:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.

t o 3:00 p.m.

16-19,
2 0 0 9

Reliant Center,

TicketMaster  Adults $10
Children 12 and younger free with adult

Parking $8 per day
Senior Citizens $5

8400 Kirby Drive, Houston TX
Tickets available at the door or through

RELIANTRELIANT
PARK WORLD SERIES 

of  DOG  SHOWS

The 32nd
Annual

PARK WORLD SERIES 
of  DOG  SHOWS

The 32nd
Annual

w w w . r e l i a n t d o g s h o w s . c o mw w w . r e l i a n t d o g s h o w s . c o m

Eukanuba is a major supporter of the 
Reliant Park World Series of Dog Shows

See Web Site for
Appearance Schedule

WESTMINSTERʼS
REIGNING BEST
iN SHOW
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